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Dni fotografie v Leviciach... DFLV

Vitam vas na dvanastom rocniku Dni fotografie v Leviciach DFLV, ktory
tradi¢ne organizujeme v malom mestecku na juhu Slovenska —

v Leviciach.

DFLV - medzinarodné fotografické podujatie, kde spolupracujeme

s profesionalnymi a aj s amatérskymi fotografmi, sa zapisalo medzi jedny
z najvyznamnejsich fotografickych podujati v Nitrianskom kraji a jeho
dobré meno sa Siri po celom Slovensku. Za poslednych jedenast” rokov
sme spolupracovali so Spickovymi slovenskymi a zahranicnymi fotografmi
ako npr. Dita Pepe, Pavel Mara, Melinda Kovacs, Jan Pohribny, Milota
Havrankova a jej Ziaci: Gabriel Kosmaly, Miro Svolik, Jozef Sedlak, &i Yuri
Dojc, Jeno Detvay a ini.

Slavnostné otvorenie podujatia /10.5./a situovanie hlavnych vystav sa
tradi¢ne kona v krasnych priestoroch v Synagoge a v Tekovskom mdzeu

v Leviciach. V Synagoge uvidite kolekciu fotografii francizskej fotografky
Cynthia Charpentreau a diela ceského fotografa Vladimira Birgusa. DalSie
Styri vyznamné vystavy uvidite v priestoroch Tekovského muzea

v Leviciach — predstavi sa Szamady Zsolt Olaf z Madarska, Arek Gola a
Pawet Sokotowski z Polska. Zo Slovenska predstavi svoju tvorbu, nielen
Levicanom, fotografka roka 2018 Zuzana Pustaiova. Kuratormi
spominanych piatich hlavnych vystav si Anne Lefebvre, Michal Szalast,
Branislav Stepanek, Ewelina Gmerek, a Gabriel Kosmaly.

Otvorenim vystav 11.5. pokracujeme v Synagdge v Sahach, kde sa
odprezentuje FotoKruh Sopron z Madarska. V SC Dituria v Leviciach
predstavime tvorbu Fotoklubu Nova z Kosic a Andrei Koncovej z Nitry.
OblUbena kaviaren Levicanov, Na kus reci, opat poskytne svoje priestory
¢lenom Fotogravity 0.z, ktori nas prevedu prierezom svoje tvorby. 24.5. sa
vam predstavi studentka fotografie Jana Stankovicova, 31.5. patri detskej
vystave To som ja. Poslednu vystavu DFLV slavnostne otvorime

v Synagoge v Leviciach 3.10, kde sa predstavi ikona slovenskej fotografie
Kamil Varga.

Délezity doraz kladieme aj na sprievodné podujatia: portfolio review,
happening v uliciach mesta Levice, cestovatelské premietanie Stanislava
Szencziho - Sudan, filmové predstavenie — Inde, detsky fotograficky
workshop To som ja, medzinarodna konferencia O fotografii sa musi
hovorit....

Vdaka hlavnému partnerovi podujatia Fondu na podporu umenia vam
prindsame 13 vystav a Sest sprievodnych podujati. Vdaka patri aj
financnej podpore Fondu na podporu kultiry narodnostnych mensin,
Nitrianskemu samospravnemu kraju, Polskému institatu, Ceskému centru,
Madarskému institutu, Franclzskemu institutu, Mestu Levice a o.z.
Fotogravity. Za dobrG spolupracu dakujem Tekovskému muzeu, OC
Dituria, Sigillum Saag, sponzorom, fotografom a v neposlednom rade
hlavnej koordinatorke festivalu - Marte Kosmalyovej, predsedovi o.z.
Fototogravity Branislavovi Valachovi a umeleckému vedicemu Gabrielovi
Kosmalymu.

Mili hostia, fotografi, pozyvam Vas na dni fotografie!
DFLV maju opodstatnenie. A maju svojho divaka.
Alzbeta Sadovska

riaditelka Regionalneho osvetového strediska v Leviciach
riaditel'ka DFLV

Days of Photography in Levice... DFLV

Welcome to the 12th Photography Days in Levice (DFLV) that is
traditionally organized in a small town in the south of Slovakia - Levice.
DFLV - International photographic event, where we cooperate with
professional and also amateur photographers, has become one of the
most significant photographic events in Nitra region and its good name
has spread all over Slovakia. In the last eleven years, we have cooperated
with top Slovak and foreign photographers e.g. Dita Pepe, Pavel Mara,
Melinda Kovacs, Jan Pohribny, Milota Havrankova, and her students:
Gabriel Kosmaly, Miro Svolik, Jozef Sedlak, or Yuri Dojc, Jeno Detvay and
others.

The opening ceremony of the event /May 10th/and situation of the main
exhibitions takes traditionally place in the beautiful Synagogue and Tekov
museum in Levice. You can see the photographic collection of the French
photographer Cynthia Charpentreau and artwork of the Czech
photographer Vladimira Birgusa in the synagogue. Other four notable
exhibitions will be held in the premises of Tekov museum in Levice -
Szamaody Zsolt Olaf from Hungary, Arek Gola and Pawet Sokotowski from
Poland will present themselves. Zuzana Pustaiova, the photographer of
the year 2018, will present her work not only to citizens of Levice. The
curators of the above mentioned five exhibitions are Anne Lefebvre,
Michal Szalast, Branislav Stepanek, Ewelina Gmerek, and Gabriel Kosmaly.

On May 11th we will continue with the opening of exhibitions in Sahy
synagogue, where the Hungarian Circle of Art Photography Sopron will
present their work. In the shopping centre Dituria in Levice, we will
present you the artwork of Fotoklub Nova from KosSice and Andrea
Koncova from Nitra. Levice ‘s favourite café, Na kus reci, will again provide
its premises to members of Fotogravity 0.z, who will show us a selection
of their artwork. On May 24th, a student of photography Jana
Stankovicova will present her work, May 31st will belong to kid's
exhibition That's me. The last exhibition of DFLV will be open in Levice
synagogue on October 3rd, where the icon of the Slovak photography
Kamil Varga will present his work.

We put a significant emphasis also on accompanying events: portfolio
review, happening in the streets of Levice, travelling projection of Stanislav

| Szenczi - Sudan, film projection — Elsewhere, kid's photographic

workshop That’s me, international conference It is necessary to talk about
photography ...

Thanks to the main partner of the event Slovak Arts Council, we bring you
13 exhibitions and six accompanying events. We are also grateful for the
financial support of Minority Culture Fund, Nitra Self-governing Region,
Polish Institute, Czech Centre, Hungarian Institute, French Institute, Levice
Town and citizens association o.z. Fotogravity. We thank Tekov museum,
OC Dituria, Sigillum Saag, sponsors, photographers and last but not least
the main coordinator of the festival - Marta Kosmalyova, head of o.z.
Fototogravity Branislav Valach and art director Gabriel Kosmaly for their
great cooperation.

Dear guests, photographers, I invite you to photography days!
DFLV have good reason to exist. And they have their spectator.
Alzbeta Sadovska

Director of the Regional Edifying Centre in Levice
Director of DFLV

Vazeni priatelia fotografie

Vitajte na 12. oslave fotografického umenia
v nasom regione. Pozvali sme mnozZstvo
vystavovatefov z piatich Statov Eurdpskej
unie, ktorych diela uvidite v najlepsich
vystavnych priestoroch mesta Levice. Sme
radi, Ze z nasho fotografického festivalu, Dni
fotografie v Leviciach, sa stala tradicia,
ktora kaZzdorocne vytvarne obohacuje
obyvatelov mesta a okolia. Tradicia je sice
dobra vec, no neraz sa stava, ze jej obsah
¢asom zhrdzavie, preto sa pri vybere
autorov kazdorocne snazime zabezpecit

| roznorodost” fotografickych Zanrov, nové

napady a tvorivu flexibilitu. Nase podujatie
je urcené Sirokej verejnosti a tym musi mat’
aj vychovny charakter Vystavami a
sprievodnymi  udalostami sa  snaZime
upriamit’ verejnd mienku tak, aby chapanie
fotografie v odiach Sirokej verejnosti
nefigurovalo len ako zaznamenéavanie, opis
okamihu, krasy, reality, ale nasou snahou je
predstavit fotografiu ako plnohodnotny
druh vytvarného umenia, ktoré tak isto ako
malba, grafika, alebo iny druh umenia,
sprostredkiva kreativny umelecky zazitok.
Preto sme vybrali a pozvali prave tychto

autorov, ktorych tvorba je  akousi
pestrofarebnou kyticou kreativneho |
myslenia a  zobrazovania v ramci

fotografického média. Najdete tu klasicku
analégovd fotografiu, farebny dokument,
fotografiu s vytvarnymi prvkami, ale aj
koncept a digitalny experiment. Osobne
dafam, Zze nasim majovym festivalom
prispejeme k obohateniu fotografického
diania na Slovensku a zvySeniu urovne
percepcie fotografie ako umeleckého zanru.
Pri sledovani naSich vystav a naslednej
oktobrovej konferencie Vam prajem hlboky
umelecky zazitok a pocit kreativneho
uspokojenia.

Gabriel Kosmaly
umelecky veduci OZ Fotogravity

!

Dear friends of photography,

Welcome to the 12th celebration of
photographic art in our region. We invited
many exhibitors from five countries of the
European Union whose artworks you will be
able to see in the best exhibition venues in
Levice. We are glad that our photographic
festival, Days of Photography in Levice (Dni
fotografie v Leviciach), has become a
tradition which enriches the lives of the
town’s citizens and its surroundings every
year. A tradition is a good thing, however, it
is not uncommon that with time it gets old
and tiresome, and that's why when it comes
to choosing authors, every year we try to
ensure that there is a variety of
photographic genres, new ideas and creative
flexibility. Our event is aimed at the general
public and so it also needs to have an
educational impact. The purpose of our
exhibitions and accompanying events is to
change how the public sees photography,
that the photography isnt only about
capturing and describing the moment,
beauty and reality; we try to introduce
photography as an individual form of art
which, just like painting, graphics or any
other type of art, mediates creative artistic
experience. Therefore, we picked and invited
these specific authors whose works create a
metaphorical colourful bouquet of creative
thinking and portraying  within  the
photographic medium. You can come across
classical analog photography, colourful
documentary photography, photography
with fine art elements, but also conceptual
photography and digital experiments.
Personally, 1 hope that our festival in May
will contribute to enriching the course of
photographic events in Slovakia and
improving the perception of photography as
an art genre. I wish you a deep artistic
experience and the feeling of creative
satisfaction at our exhibitions and the
following conference in October.

| Gabriel Kosmaly

the artistic foreman of OZ Fotogravity



DNI FOTOGRAFIE
V LEVICIACH 2019 oz

14.00 Fotoklub Nova /Kosice, Dituria SC Levice

12. ROCNIK MEDZINARODNEHO FOTOGRAFICKEHO FESTIVALU  14.30 Andrea Koncova /Nitra, Dituria SC Levice
15.00 Vyber z tvorby €lenov Fotogravity

] 1 ll 2 ll Kaviarefi Na kus reci - Galéria Fotogravity
[ ] & - - ™ Trvanie vystav do 2.6.2019

17.00 Cestovatelské premietanie, Stanislav Szenczi: Sudan

9.5.2019 spojene s gastronomickou ochutnavkou, MC Kontakt Levice
10.00 - 12.00 Prednaska a premietanie portfélii, portfélio review Anne Lefebvre
Stredna umelecka kola Ladislava Bielika v Leviciach 22.5.2019

19.00 Filmové premietanie - Inde, Kino Junior Levice
10.5.2019 v spolupraci s Filmovym klubom Otaznik
10.00 - 12.00 - Happening v meste, otvorenie Dni fotografie, ulice v centre mesta
16.30 SLAVNOSTNE OTVORENIE, Synagéga Levice 24.5.2019

13.00 - 15.00 Detsky fotograficky workshop
IV. Z5 pri PodluZianke, Levice
17.00 Studentka fotografie Jana Stankovicova

Miroslav Rac, klavirista a skladatel
Cynthia Charpentreau /FR, kuratorka Anne Lefebvre

Vladimir Birgus /CZ, kurator Michat Szalast Schoeller's Pub, Levice
Trvanie vystav do 31.5.2019 Trvanie vystavy do 15.6.2019
17.30 Tekovské muzeum Levice 31.5.2019
z : £ 14.00 - 16.00 To som ja, vystava fotografii z detského workshopu
Szamody Zsolt Olaf /HU, Nécseyho galéria . Z8 pri Podluzianke, Levice

Zuzana Pustaiova /SK, kurator Branislav Stépanek Trvanie wstavy do 15.6.2019
Kapitanska budova

Pawet Sokotowski /PL, kuratorka Ewelina Gmerek
Doboovsky kastiel

Arek Gola /PL, Dobdovsky kastiel

Trvanie vystav do 2.6.2019 3.-4.10.2019
Fotograficka konferencia ,,0 fotografii sa musi hovorit"

3.10.2019

18.00 Kamil Va rga, prierez tvorbou, Synagoga Levice
Trvanie vystavy do 31.10.2019



PHOTOGRAPHY DAYS
IN LEVICE 2019

12TH INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC FESTIVAL

10.5.- 31.10.2019

May 9th 2019

10.00 - 12.00 Lecture and projection of portfolios, portfolio review Anne Lefebvre
Secondary Art School of Ladislav Bielik

May 10th 2019

10.00 -12.00 - Happening in the town, Opening of Photography Days, streets in the
town centre

16.30 OPENING CEREMONY, Synagogue in Levice

Miroslav Rac, pianist and composer
Cynthia Charpentreau /FR, curator Anne Lefebvre

Vladimir Birgus /CZ, curator Michat Szalast
Duration of the exhibition until May 31st, 2019

17.30 Tekov museum in Levice

Szamady Zsolt Olaf /HU, Nécsey gallery

Zuzana Pustaiova /SK, curator Branislav ﬁtépének
Captain’s building

Pawet Sokotowski /PL, curator Ewelina Gmerek
Dobé manor house

Arek Gola /PL, Dobd manor house
Duration of the exhibition until June 2nd, 2019

May 11th 2019

10.00 The Circle of Art Photography Sopron /HU
Synagogue in Sahy

Duration of the exhibition until May 20th 2019

14.00 Fotoklub Nova /KoSice, Dituria SC Levice

14.30 Andrea Koncova /Nitra, Dituria SC Levice

15.00 Fotogravity members artwork selection

Café Ma kus redi - Gallery Fotogravity

Duration of the exhibition until June 2nd, 2019

17.00 Travel projections, Stanislav Szenczi: Sudan
Connected with gastronomic tasting, MC Kontakt Levice

May 22nd 2019

19.00 Film projection - Elsewhere, Junior cinema in Levice,
in cooperation with Film club Otaznik

May 24th 2019

13.00 - 15.00 Kid's photografic workshop
Primary School in Pri PodluZianke street, Levice
17.00 Photography student Jana Stankovifova
Schoeller's Pub, Levice

Duration of the exhibition until June 15th, 2019

May 31st 2019

14.00 - 16.00 That's me, exhibition of photographs
from the kid's workshop Primary School

in Pri PodluZianke street, Levice

Duration of the exhibition until june 15th, 2018

October 3rd 2019

18.00 Kamil Varga, selection of artwork, Synagogue Levice

Duration of the exhibition until October 31st, 2019

October 3rd - 4th 2019

Photographic conference It is necessary to talk
about photography”



CYNTHIA CHARPENTREAU /FR

Vernisaz / Opening: 10.5.2019 o 16:30, Synagdga v Leviciach

PIETRA

Styri roky som skiimala kamenné lomy.

Lom sa nam otvara ako priestor, ktory sa stava dutym. Vypoveda o Zivote a smrti,
pretoZe mineral nesie v sebe ako moZnosti buduicnosti, tak aj stopy minulosti.
Kamen na svojich pleciach nesie konstrukciu sveta a jeho pomalé opotrebovavanie
sa. Roger Caillois, v diele The writing of stones, hovori o stalosti kamefia v takom
zmysle, Ze ak aj je v kusoch, kameni zostava vcelku. V skromnom pokuse

o vy€erpanie nekonecnosti objavujem mineral v jeho rozli¢nych formach.

Po absolvovani odboru textilny dizajn Cynthia Charpentreau Studovala fotografiu na
Skole grafiky Gobelins v PariZi. Odvtedy sa venuje experimentalnej fotografii.

V tmavej komore aktivuje sériu chemickych a funk&nych postupov: foti, striha,
prepina medzi pozitivom a negativom... Hra s materialnostou striebornej

fotografie jej umoZiiuje urobit krehkost na3ho sveta hmatatelhou.

Jej prace boli vystavované na kolektivnych vystavach (Brusel, april 2019) a

osobnych vystavach v galérii Lumiére d'Encre (Céret, maj 2018) alebo Confort
Mental (PariZ, november 2018). Budiici jin bude hostom v sidle Villa Medici v Rime

11.5. - 2.6.2019

PIETRA

For four years | explored stone quarries.The quarry opens up to us as a space that
grows hollow. It deals with life and death because the mineral contains possibilities
of the future as well as traces of the past. The stone carries the construction of the
world and its slow wear. Roger Caillois, in The writing of stones, speaks of the
permanence of the stone in the sense that, even in pieces, a stone remains whole.
In a modest attempt at the exhaustion of the infinite, | explore the mineral in its
different forms.

After graduating in textile design, Cynthia Charpentreau studied photography at
Gobelins in Paris. Since then, she has been practising experimental photography.

In the darkroom she activates a set of chemical and operative protocols: she photographs,

cuts, goes back and forth between positive and negative... Playing with the
materiality of silver photography allows her to make the fragility of our being-to-the-

world palpable. Her work has been exhibited in collective exhibitions (Brussels - April 2019)

and personal exhibitions at Galerie Lumiére d'Encre (Ceret - May 2018) or Confort
Mental (Paris - November 2018). Next June, she will be a host in residence at Villa
Medicis in Rome.




Vernisaz / Opening: 10.5.2019 o 16:30, Synagdga v Leviciach

VLADIMIR BIRGUS /cz

11.5. - 31.5.2019

Vladimir Birgus bol za¢iatkom 80. rokov jednym z prvych Eeskych fotografov,

ktory intenzivne a invencne vyuZival v dokumentarnej fotografiu farbu. Ta je v jeho
dielach nosnym prvkom, ktory je natolko autonémny, az si podmariuje celkova
kompoziciu fotografie nestcej vyrazné maliarske kvality.

Pohlad fotografa €asto mieri niekam za postavy, pripadne ich dokonca Gplne
opusta. Vyrez neba s fragmentom hlavy a preletom vtakov, €i postavy obratené
chrbtom k fotoaparatu ukazuja pohyb fotografovho pohladu nahor od ludského
diania k nebeskym vySkam, kde svoje dynamické pribehy uZ hraji len mraky. Su to
takmer kontemplativne snimky, v ktorych hra prim vzdusny Zivel. Odklon od sveta
zaplneného dynamickym a nepredvidatelnym pohybom [udi na Birgusovych
snimkach je vyvazeny okrem portrétnych fotografii najma zabery interiérov, v ktorych
azda najvyraznejSie citime chvenie [udskej existencie. Snad prave preto su tieto
niekedy rafinované zdbery tak silné. Absentujici ludia su tu vlastne o to viac
pritomni svojou energiou, ktorou je preniknuty interiér. Prelud niektorych
fotografii je zaloZeny na farbe tvoriacej jednotlivé plochy ako abstraktné platno, do
ktorého je presne vsadeny dej, zdznam situacie, v ktorej [udia dotvaraju presny
kompozi€ny zamer. Je pozoruhodné, ako dokaZe Vladimir Birgus pracovat s
jednotlivymi farebnymi pldnmi a postavami do nich zasadenymi. Formaine
vycizelované fotografie st v kompozicii a praca s farbou ukazkou rokmi
vybriseného pristupu k fotografickému obrazu.

Ludék Lukuvka

In the early 1980s, Vladimir Birgus was among the first in Czechoslovakia to
intensively and inventively use colour in documentary photography. Colour is the
central element in his work and is so autonomous that it even dominates in the
strikingly painterly composition of the photograph.

The photographer’s gaze is often aimed somewhere beyond the figures,

sometimes even abandoning them entirely. The section of sky with a bit of human
head and back or birds flying across it, or figures with their backs turned to the
camera, shows the photographer’'s movement upwards, from human actions to the
heavenly heights, where only the clouds play out their dynamic stories. They are
almost contemplative photos, in which the element of air plays the leading role. This
turning away from the world filled with the dynamic and unpredictable movement of
people in Birgus's photos is balanced out at the exhibition by photographic portraits
and especially by his shots of interiors in which perhaps we most palpably sense the
trembling of human existence. Perhaps for this very reason these sometimes sly
photos are so strong. The absent people are actually more present here by their
energy, which permeates the interiors. The phantasmic quality of some of the
photographs is based on colour forming the individual surfaces like an abstract
canvas into which the action, a record of a situation, has been meticulously set, and
in which people complete the precise compositional intention. It is remarkable how
Birgus is able to work with the individual colour planes and the figures set into them.
With regard to their composition and work with colour, these formally refined
photographs are a demonstration of an approach to the image which he has
perfected over many years.

Ludék Lukuvka




ARKADIUSZ GOLA /pL

pening: 10.5.2019 o 17:30, Tekovské muzeum Levice 11.5. - 2.6.2019
g 2

Arkadiusz Gola (nar. 1972) / pdsobiaci v Zabrze, Polsko / absolvent Institutu tvaréi
fotografie v Opave, Ceska republika / zaobera sa dokumentarnou fotografiou,
zameriaval sa hlavne na zmeny v sliezskej spolocnosti po roku 1989 / obzvlast sa
zaujima o miesta spojené s tazkym priemyslom, ktory bol na konci 20. storocia
vyrazne oslabeny / je fotoreportérom od roku 1991 a pracuje pre Dziennik Zachodni
v Katoviciach uz 21 rokov / vitaz mnohych sitaZi vratane Polish Press Photo, Grand
Press Photo, BZ WBK Press Photo a Silesian Press Photo / drZitel Stipendia

marsalka Sliezskeho vojvodstva v oblasti kultury / jeho fotografie su v zbierkach
Sliezskeho muzea, Katovického muzea histérie, Obecného muizea v Zabrze,
Banickeho muzea v Zabrze, Mlzea histérie fotografie v Krakowe a Olomouckého
muzea umenia / ¢len Asociacie polskych umeleckych fotografov / autor diela Poziom
na dwa tamy Slaska fotografia prasowa w "Trybunie Robotniczej" i "Dzienniku
Zachodnim"” (Horizontalne do dvoch stlpcov - Sliezska tlagova fotografia v "Trybunie
Robotniczej" a "Dzienniku Zachodnim™ ) a albumov Ludzie z wegla (Ludia z uhlia),
Ogrodowa | (Zahradné |), Neznama stanica, Nie musze wracac... (Nemusim prist
spat...) a Stany graniczne (Hrani€né stavy) / vystavuje v Belglcku Ceskej republike,
Francuzsku, Polsku a na Slovensku.

www.arekgola.com

Arkadiusz Gola (b. 1972) / based In Zabrze, Poland / graduate of Opava School of
Photography (the Czech Republic) / engaged in documentary photography, mainly
focused on changes occurring in Silesian society after 1989 / particularly interested
in places connected with heavy industry, which shrank significantly in Poland at the
end of the 20th century / has been a photojournalist since 1991 and has been
working for Dziennik Zachodni in Katowice for 21 years / winner of numerous
contests, including Polish Press Photo, Grand Press Photo, BZ WBK Press Photo

and Silesian Press Photo / scholar of the Marshal of the Silesian Voivodeship in the
field of culture / his photographs are in the collections of Silesian Museum, Katowice
Historical Museum, Zabrze Municipal Museum, Coal Mining Museum in Zabrze,
Museum of History of Photography in Krakéw and Olomouc Museum of Art /
member of the Association of Polish Artists Photographers / author of the book
Horizontal for Two Columns. History of Press Photography in Dziennik Zachodni and
Trybuna Robotnicza 1960-1989 and albums People from Coal, Garden 1, An
unknown station, | Don't Have to Come Back... and Boundary States / has exhibited
in Belgium, the Czech Republic, France, Poland and Slovakia.

www.arekgola.com




Voldm sa Pawet Sokotowski a venujem sa vizudlnemu umeniu, fotografii a som
kuratorom. Narodil som sa vo Wrze$nia a vyrastal som vo Watbrzych v Polsku.
VyStudoval som Akadémiu vytvarnych umeni v Poznani.

Venujem sa dokumentarnej, kreativnej a portrétovej fotografii a moja oblibena
pracovné oblast je magicka dokumentarna fotografia. PouZivam klasické a rané
techniky fotografie a Specializujem sa na metédu mokrého kolédiového procesu.
Vaésina mojho fotografického diela je zasadena v mierne ponurom, Ciernobielom
prostredi.

Som spoluzakladatelom umeleckého kolektivu ,Street Collodion Art”, ktory funguje
od 2012 a bol klasifikovany ako sucast ,,Novej avantgardy” (,Nowa Awangarda”),
ktora pouziva rané fotografické techniky. Na tomto fére tvori hlavnu oblast zaujmu
fudska bytost a verejny priestor. Medzi nase najvacsie doterajsie Uspechy patri
projekt: ,7 objektov z Afriky, 7 fotografov " (,,7 objets d’Afrique 7 artistes
photographes"), ktory bol vystaveny v Galérii Bernard Dulon v Parizi.

Bol som kuratorom Fotografickej galérie vo Swidnici v rokoch 2009 - 2012, kde som
vypracoval a viedol sériu prezentacii pod ndzvom: ,Mladi profesionali”. Prezentacie
boli zamerané na zobrazenie umeleckého zamerania fotografov, ktorych myslienky
dozreli v obdobi politickej transformacie Polska po roku 1989.

Moje dielo tvori sti€ast kolekcii Narodného muzea vo Wroclawi, Galérie sti€asného
umenia ,Zacheta” vo Vroclavi, Historického muzea v Lubini a réznych sikromnych
zbierok.

Vernisaz / Opening: 10.5.2019 o 17:30, Tekovské muzeum Levice

PAWEL SOKOLOWSKY /pPL

11.5. - 2.6.2019

My name is Pawetl Sokotowski and | am a visual artist, photographer and curator. |
was born in Wrzes$nia and raised up in Watbrzych, in Poland.
| graduated from the University of the Arts in Poznan

| do documentary, creative and portrait photography and my preferred area to work
in is the magical documentary photography. | use classical and early photography
techniques and specialise in the method of the wet-plate collodium method process.
The majority of my photographic works are kept in a slightly sombre, black and white
setting.

| am a co-founder of the ,Street Collodion Art” collective which has been up and
running since 2012 and got classified as part of ,Nowa Awangarda” (,New Avant-
garde”) that uses the early photographic techniques. In this forum, a human being in
the public space constitutes the the main area of interest. Amongst our greatest
accomplishment so far is the project: ,7 objets d'Afrique 7 artistes photographes” (7
objects of Africa 7 artist photographers”), which was exhibited at the Galerie Bernard
Dulon in Paris.

| was curator of the Photography Gallery in Swidnica from 2009 - 2012, where |
developed and led on a series of presentations called: ,Young Professionals”. The
presentations focused on portraying the direction of artistic activities of
photographers whose ideas matured during the post-1989 political transformation in
Poland.

My works form part of the collections of the National Museum in Wroctaw, the
Contemporary Art Gallery ,Zacheta” Wroctaw, the Historical Museum in Lubin and
various private collections.




SZAMODY ZSOLT OLAF /HU

Vernisaz / Opening: 10.5.2019 o 17:30, Tekovské muizeum Levice 11.5.- 2.6.2019

More odtialto - pritomnost

V naSom prostredi sa neustale stretdvame s aktivitami a stopami nadich predkov a
tiez sikmefovcov v urbanizovanych Castiach, ale aj v prirodnom prostredi.
V mojich obrazkoch sa snazim spracovat akési odtlacky pritomnosti tvorivého
€loveka v prirode. Asi toto bol najdéleZitejsi motiv z roku 1991, sovietskymi
vojskami opustenych kasarni, ktoré vyuzZivali tito komarfiansku pevnost.
Pevnosti odzrkadlovali dobovi technickd droven ich stavitelov, tak isto je to aj v
pripade opustenych cementarni a inych gigantickych objektov. Priroda si znova
privlastfiuje to, €o jej bolo odobraté. Ked priclefiujem k sebe kamen, drevo, alebo
ocelové konstrukcie, vynara sa otazka, ¢i kazdé [udské dielo, alebo stavba dokazuje
rozumnost a suverénnost premienajucej ludskej ruky? Aka je miera rizika
buducnosti, ak ju spravuje nenasytny Homo sapiens?
ReSpektovanie a uznanie tvorivej prace ¢loveka je rovnako dblezZité ako otazka:
Preco je dodleZité zanechat ludsku stopu, napriklad vyrezavanu v Zivom strome.
Méj cyklus fotografii, ktoré vystavujem, znazorfiuje hore uvedenu tematiku
prostrednictvom primorskych obrazkov, kde sily prirody premiefiaja fudskou rukou
stavané objekty, alebo ich zbytky.

Szamédy Zsolt Olaf

The sea from here - present

In our surroundings we can see the activities and traces of our ancestors and
compatriots both in urban and rural areas.
In my pictures, | try to illustrate the marks of human creative presence in the nature.
This may have been the most important motif from the 1991 of army barracks
abandoned by soviet army who used this fortress in Komarno.
Fortresses of that era mirrored the technical level and abilities of the builders during
that period; the same way it is with abandoned cement factories and other gigantic
buildings. The nature is taking back what has been taken away from it. When |
connect stones, wood or steel frames, a question arises: whether every human work
or building proves wisdom and independence of a transforming human hand? What
is the risk extent of the future if it is managed by greedy Homo sapiens?
Respecting and acknowledging the creative work of a human is equally important as
the question: Why is it important to leave a human mark, for example carved in a
living tree?
My photo series which | exhibit shows the above mentioned themes through seaside
pictures where the forces of nature change buildings made by humans or their
remains.

Szamddy Zsolt Olaf




Vernisaz / Opening: 10.5.2019 o 17:30, Tekovské muzeum Levice

ZUZANA PUSTAIOVA /sk

11.5. - 2.6.2019

Dovolenka 2.0

Dovolenkové fotografie nikdy neboli pre masového dovolenkového fotografa
zaznamom preZitého. SU priamo prezitkom, autentickym produktom ,lovu”
fotografickych zaberov (ak si madme pozZi€at flusserovskd terminolégiu), a ako také
maju mild, no nezamyslanu vlastnost odhalovat kultirne vzorce determinujlce
myslenie a konanie fotografa, ba dokonca i kultdrno-socialneho zdzemia, z ktorého
pochadza.

Stereotypné, opakujlice sa zabery obsahuje i archiv rodiny Zuzany Pustaiovej z
mnohych dovoleniek v Chorvatsku a Taliansku. Prostredie ani méda sa na nich prilis
nemeni. Rodina sa predsa rada vracia na tie isté miesta, a plavky a [ahké letné
oblecenie prilis nepodlieha trendom. Len vek ludi na fotografiach prezradza, Zze
fotografie boli zhotovené s velkym €asovym odstupom.

Autorka kombinuje dvojice vizualne pribuznych dovolenkovych zaberov do akychsi
digitalnych kolazi. | jej vytvarny pristup je akoby zamerne amatérsky, s vyraznymi
priznanymi zasahmi photoshopového Stetca. Hoci kolaZe na prvy pohlad pdsobia na
nerozoznanie od beZnych dovolenkovych fotografii, v skuto€nosti na nich pri blizSom
skdmani nachddzame rovnaké osoby (dokonca i viac réaz zobrazené v jednej kolazi)

i vtipné detaily, ako napriklad rovnaké postoje portrétovanych €lenov rodiny, ktoré sa
v priebehu rokov vébec nezmenili.

To, na €o sa pozerame, je bytostne nanovo stvoreny dovolenkovy svet. Nie
dovolenkovy ,zaznam"”, ale skutoény, nefalSovany svet, ktory si treba predstavit ako
vysledok , fotografického lovu” fiktivneho umelca. Z ndsho pohladu sa premyslenym
navrstvenim historickych rovin poki3a dekon3truovat zazZité kultarne a vizualne
kédy, pripadne parodovat ,,dovolenku 2.0" preZitu cez hladacik fotoaparatu &i
obrazovku smartfénu. Zo svojho pohladu je to svet sam pre seba, svet imaginativny,
dsmevny, a predsa hodny vazneho zamyslenia.

Branislav Stépanek

Holiday 2.0

For a mass holiday photographer, photos from holidays are never a record of what
they experienced. They are a literal relic, an authentic product of their "hunt” for the
best shots (if we are to use Flusser’s terminology) and as such they have a sweet

but unintended ability to reveal cultural patterns that determine the way the author
thinks and acts, maybe even the cultural and social environment the author comes
from.

Stereotypical, recurring shots from many holidays in Italy and Croatia are, in like
manner, found in Zuzana Pustaiova's family archive. The setting or fashion in them
doesn't change much. The family, after all, likes to come back to the same places,
and swimsuits and light summer clothes don’t subject to trends too much. Only the
age of the people in the photographs gives away that the photos were taken with a
vast time difference.

The author combines pairs of visually similar holiday shots into digital collages. Her
artistic approach is also as if intentionally amateur, with the bold, distinct, marks of
the photoshop brush to which the author confesses. Even though the collages may
appear not different from common holiday photos at first sight, in reality, when you
take a closer look, you can find the same people (even the same people pictured in
one collage more times) and funny details in the photos, such as the same postures
of the members of the family pictured, which over the years haven't changed at all.

What we are looking at is a completely new holiday world designed by the author of
the photos. It is not a “record”, but a real, genuine world, about which we need to
think as the result of “photo hunt” of a fictional artist. From our point of view, through
the thought-out layering of historical levels the artist tries to deconstruct the
experienced cultural and visual codes, maybe imitate “the holiday 2.0” experienced
through the viewfinder of the camera or the display of a smartphone. From its point
of view, it is a world for itself, an imaginative, smile-inducing, and yet worthy of
serious thoughts.

Branislav Stépanek




KAMIL VARGA sk

VernisaZ / Opening: 3.10.2019 o 18:00, Synagoga v Leviciach

Keby diela Kamila Vargu neboli mnohokrat giernobiele, nevedeli by sme ich v Ease
zaradit (ale plati to aj o jeho farebnych obrazoch). Mohli vzniknit rovnako v roku
1950 ako 2000 &i si méZeme mysliet, Ze si to diela z buddicnosti (v skutonosti
vznikali v rozpati poslednych 30-tich rokov). Ich materidlom je telo, ohefi, tma,
geometria. Motivy, ktoré 50 nadZasové, dobovo bezpriznakové, ale vdaka tomu
blizke a zrozumitelné kaZdej dobe.

Historici umenia mnohokrat skamali, analyzovali bohatstve vyznamov jeho fotografii,
vztahy k jeho sGputnikom, najlepsie a najvystiinejsie v knihe Slovenska nova vina
{2014} Lucie L. Fiferove] a Tomasa Pospécha. Akoby ani nebolo moiné k tomu

eite niefo nove dodat.

Z hladiska detailnej analyzy ani moZno nie, ale z hladiska aktualneho dobového
kontextu, ano. Myslim si, Ze spomedzi réznych vyznamovych vrstiev dnesok
aktualizuje najma jeho meditativny, metafyzicky aspekt. V priam 3ialenom siéasnom
tlaku po angazovanej tvorbe, po tom, aby sa umelci venovali problémom Romov,
imigrantov, politike, LGBT mensine, atd. Varga ponuka obrazové meditacie, diela,
ktoré nitia divaka, aby sa obratil smerom dovnutra, k preZivaniu sveta, nie ,boju” za
jeho zmenu €i vylepsovanie.

WVedie nas k tomu dvomi cestami. Aj uzatvorenim do temnej kocky ateliéru, v ktorej
sa vdaka obmedzeniu podnetov méZeme sustredit na svet vndtorného ja" kaZdého
z nas. Ale aj oslobodenim imaginacie, ktora v duchu surrealistickych hier vedie k
odpitaniu sa od vietkych zakazow.

Vargova meditacia fotografiou je aj dostrediva, obratena dovnitra, ale vo svojej
radostnej hravosti sa obracia aj k vonkajSiemu k svetu. Meditaciou pred svetom
neutekame, ale sa mu otvarame,

Prof. Vaclav Macek, CSc.

4.10. - 31.10.2019

If the artworks of Kamil Varga weren't oftentimes black and white, we wouldn't know
where to place them on a timeline (but this is also true about his colourful works).
They could have been created in 1950, or in 2000, or we might even think that they
come from the future (while in reality, they have been created in the span of the last
30 years). Their material is body, fire, darkness, geometry. Motifs that are timeless,
that don't carry any signs of the era, but thanks to this, they are known and
comprehensible to every era,

Art historians have studied and analysed the riches of his photographs ™ meanings
and the relationships with his fellow artists many times, the best and most aptly in
the work Slovenska nova vina (2014) (The Slovak New Wave) by Lucia L. FiSer and
Tomas Pospéch. As if it wasn't even possible to make further comments to it.

While in terms of detailed analysis maybe it is not, but in terms of current era's
context it is. | think that among various layers of meaning, mostly it is its meditative,
metaphysical aspect that is updated. In the almost insane current pressure to make
one's works involved, to have artists include the topics of Romani people,
immigrants, politics, the LGBT community etc., Varga offers meditation in the form of
art, artworks which make audience turn their attention towards the inside, towards
experiencing the world, not fighting for change or improvement.

He leads us to this in two ways: by shutting oneself into the dark studio, in which,
thanks to limiting stimuli, we can focus on our inner world, but also by freeing our
imagination which through surrealistic games leads to breaking free of all
prohibitions.

Varga's meditation through photography is also centralising, turned inside, but in its
cheerful playfulness it also approaches the outer world. Through meditation we do
not run away from the world, but we open up to it,

Prof. Vaclav Macek, CSc.




7 FOTOGRAVITY

Vernisaz / Opening: 11.5.2019 o 15:00, Kaviaren Na kus reci 12.5. - 2.6.2019

Clenovia ob¢ianskeho zdruZenia Fotogravity sa VAm na tejto vystave snaZia
predstavit svoje kreativne hladanie vo forme fotografii a obrazov, ktoré vznikli na
nimi organizovanych workshopoch a inych prileZitostiach za posledné 4 roky. Toto
zdruZenie odzrkadluje pestrost vystavenych prac a nazorov, taktieZ dava priestor
amatérskym a profesionalnym vytvarnikom a fotografom. Clenmi OZ Fotogravity su:
Branislav Valach /predseda/, Alica Zahorska, Katarina BaldZova, Jozef Kucej, Tomas
Vrzala, Jan Kassai, Attila Timoransky a Gabriel Kosmaly fJumelecky veduci/.

www.ozfotogravity.blogspot.com

Members of the citizens association Fotogravity are trying to present you their
creative searching in form of photography and pictures in this exhibition. Their works
were created on workshops they organized and other occasions in the last four
years. This association reflects the variety of exhibited works and opinions, it also
provides space for amateur and professional artists and photographers. The
following people are the members of Fotogravity association: Branislav Valach
/president/, Alica Zadhorska, Katarina BalaZova, Jozef Kucej, Tomas Vrzala, Jan

Kassai, Attila Timoransky and Gabriel Kosmaly /artistic foreman/.

www.ozfotogravity.blogspot.com




ANDREA KONCOVA

Vernisaz / Opening: 11.5.2019 o 14:30, Dituria SC Levice

Andrea Koncova je pre miia autorkou pohybujlcou sa na rozhrani fotografie, grafiky
a uslachtilych tlaci. Vo svojej tvorbe Easto analyzuje a skima spoloZenské statusy a
pocity Zeny. Tato prchava introspekcia je o intimite v nas, nielen o priestore pre
kreativitu v kontexte Woolfovej Vlastnej izby.

fotosekvencie autorka vnasa do kontrastu profanneho prostredia cez sakralne
naznaky anjelskych bytosti. Cez tito symboliku nam akcentuje zaroven
pominutelnost hmoty v €asopriestore, ale aj existencidlnu osamotenost v
Struktidrovanych medziludskych vztahoch. Autorkina citlivost, na nielen osobné
preZivanie, jej umoZiiuje vizudlnu deskripciu tela ako takého, ale i tela, ktoré sa
stava nositelom viacvyznamovych rovin. V jej fotografiach by sme mohli odéitat
velké i mensie témy, aviak vidy su to témy vysostne ludské.

Rada by som vyzdvihla autorkin cyklus fotografii s ndzvom ,,Zena”, pretoZe vo mne
ako v divakovi evokuje mnohovrstevny dialég o Zenskom tele, ako aj o tele celkovo.
Ide o Studie Zenského tela, ktoré viak neukazuji jeho prvoplanovi krasu. Takyto
anachronizmus a povedzme ,duchovna telesnost” vymedzuje jej rukopis do sféry
umenia.

Mgr. art Petra Cepkova, ArtD.

andrea@konc.eu
www.artphoto.konc.eu
fb: Andrea Koncova fotografie

12.5.-2.6.2019

For me, Andrea Koncova is an author who uses the art media of photography,
graphics and carbon printing. In her works, she often analyses and explores the
social status and feelings of a woman. This fleeting introspection is about the
intimacy within us, not only about the space for creativity in the context of Woolf's A
Room of One’s Own.

The author’s direct inspiration with Duane Michals can be felt in all her work. She
uses the principle of sequence photography to show the contrast of the profane
environment through sacred signs of angelic beings. Through this symbolism, she
emphasises both the transience of substance in time and space, and the existential
loneliness in structured human relationships. The author’s sensitivity, not only to
personal experience, allows her to visually describe the human body as such, but
also a body that bears different meanings at various levels. In her photos, we can
sense major and minor topics, however, they are always topics that concentrate
solely on humans.

| would like to draw attention to the author’s photography series titled “Woman”,
because in me, as a viewer, it evokes a multi-layered dialogue about the female
body, and the body as such. It studies the woman body, but it does not just directly
show its simple beauty. Such anachronism and this kind of “spiritual substantiality”
shift the author’'s handwriting into the sphere of art.

Mgr.art Petra Cepkova, ArtD.
andrea@konc.eu

www.artphoto.konc.eu
fb: Andrea Koncova fotografie




FOTOKRUH SOPRON /HU

Vernisa? / Opening: 11.5.2019 0 10:00, Synagéga v Sahach 12.5. - 20.5.2019

KruZok umeleckej fotografie bol zaloZeny v oktébri 2001 ako &élenska organizacia
Kultdrnej asociacie mesta Sopron. Nasim cielom bolo prezentovat fotografiu s
individualnou perspektivou a filozofiou.

Fotografi by sa nemali zameriavat iba na krasu pre samotnu krasu alebo na
zachytavanie dokonalého momentu. Mali by skér komunikovat svoje vlastné pocity a
myslienky a tym vytvarat unikatny vizualny svet — aj za cenu men3ej popularity.
Mali by sme sa vyhybat honosnym, melodramatickym fotografiam plnym klisé —
naSou ambiciou je skdr provokovat divaka nasimi fotografiami. Chceme vytvorit
obrazy, ktoré by primali divdkov zastavit sa, zamysliet sa a objavovat nové.

Ujvari Gabor, MFSZ fotograf, veduci SFK

The Circle for Art Photography was founded in October 2001 as member
organisation of the Organisation of Cultural Associations of Sopron.

Our aim was to present photography with an individual perspective and philosophy.
Photographers should not just focus on beauty for beauty's sake or on capturing the
perfect moment. They should rather communicate their own feelings and thoughts,
thereby creating a unique visual world — even at the price of less popular acclaim.
We should avoid pretentious, melodramatic photos full of clichés — our aspiration
is rather to challenge the viewer with our photography.

We want to create images which entice audiences to pause, contemplate

and make new discoveries.

e Ujvéri Gabor, MFSZ photographer, head of SFK




JANA STANKOVICOVA

Vernisaz / Opening: 24.5.2019 o 17:00, Schoeller’s Pub Levice 25.5. - 15.6.2019

Fotografia ako hra a zabava o€arila Janku Stankovi€¢ova uZ ako 5-ro€nt. Zac€alo to
fotografovanim vlastného detského Zivota vo forme zaznamenavania okolitého
prostredia, zobrazovanim kamaratok a vyustilo to hlavne vdaka jej rodine v
systematicku orientaciu vizualneho vnimania. Cas straveny s fotoaparatom,
fotografovanie, hlavne autoportrétov, sa stalo skvelym prostriedkom
sebapoznavania. Skimat svoje ja - pocity a vnemy, pochopit svoje vnutro a vztah k
prostrediu vdaka vrodenému talentu vyustilo v tvorivy proces, ktory sa stal naozaj
vyrazne originalnym. DovfSenim tohto procesu bolo Stidium na Strednej umeleckej
Skole Ladislava Bielika v Leviciach a Gispe&né prijimacky na VSVU na odbor
Fotografia a nové média. Vo svojej tvorbe na svoj vek bravirne vyuZiva stavebné
prvky umenia, akymi s hlavne: symbolika, vytvarna skratka, emécie, uvedomelé
hladanie tvaru a obrazu. Pre mia je zvlast sympatické, Ze nepodlieha trendovosti
sucasnej fotografie, ale vnara nas do svojej Uzkostlivo strazenej intimity vedomia.

Gabriel Kosmaly

Photography, for fun and as a game, started to fascinate Janka Stankovi¢ova

already at the age of five. It started with photographing her own life as a child in the
form of capturing her surroundings, picturing her friends, and it resulted in a
systematic orientation of visual perception, mainly thanks to her family. The time
spent with her camera, taking photographs, mainly self-portraits, became a great
means to get to know herself. To explore her true self - her feelings and sensations,
to understand her inner world and the relationship to the surroundings thanks to
natural talent resulted in a creative process which became truly strongly original. The
peak of this process was the study at Stredna umelecka 3kola Ladislava Bielika (The
Secondary Art School of Ladislav Bielik) in Levice, and successful entrance exams

to VSVU (The Academy of Fine Arts and Design in Bratislava) to the Photography

and new media study programme. For her age, in her works she excels at the use of
the foundation and structure of art, such as: symbolism, fine art shortcut, emotions,
conscious search for a shape and image. What is especially enjoyable for me is that
she doesn’t give in to the modern trends in contemporary photography, on the
contrary, she lets us immerse into her carefully protected intimacy of mind.

Gabriel Kosmaly




FOTOKLUB NOVA

Vernisaz / Opening: 11.5.2019 o 14:00, Dituria SC Levice 12.5.- 2.6.2019

Fotoklub NOVA bol zaloZeny v roku 1976. Neskér €lenovia fotoklubu zaloZili vlastna
FotoGalériu NOVA, v ktorej do konca roku 2014 vystavovali popredni fotografi nasej

i zahrani¢nej fotografickej scény. Neskédr sa transformoval na obcianske zdruzenie.
V priebehu 42 rokov svojej existencie pocet €lenov narastol a vo fotoklube pésobilo

nemalo skvelych profesionalnych aj neprofesionalnych fotografov. V sicasnosti
fotoklub tvori 35 €lenov, ktori aktivne fotografuju a reprezentuji NOVU na
vyznamnych domacich i zahrani€nych fotografickych sitaZiach a salénoch. Svoju

tvorbu prezentuju mnoZstvom vystav, zd€astfiuju sa na medzinarodnych plenéroch
a p6sobia ako porotcovia vo fotografickych sitaZiach.

Na3i €lenovia sa zapajaju do mnohych domacich a medzinarodnych fotografickych

sutaZi: krajské a celostatne kolo AMFO 2018, v SpiSskej Novej Vsi a v Nitre, Strom
RuZomberok 2018, Jarny medzinarodny salén Bardaf, Fotopixel, Interreg V-A

CAUCASUS - CARPATHIANS CIRCUIT, celoslovenska sutaZ Slovensko moje,

Slovakia-Hungary Photo contest 2018, medzinarodny fotograficky salén
* Digifoto Galanta, Fotoforum.

Josef Svoboda
| predseda Fotoklubu NOVA

The photographic club NOVA was founded in 1976. Later, members of the club
founded their own PhotoGallery NOVA, in which until the end of 2014, outstanding
photographers from both Slovakia and abroad exhibited; later it was transformed into
a civic association. In 42 years of its existence, the number of members grew and

lots of professional and amateur photographers have been active in the club.
Nowadays, the club consists of 35 members who photograph actively and represent
NOVA at important photographic contests both in Slovakia and abroad. They present
their works at numerous exhibitions, they take part in international en plein air events
and participate as judges in photo contests.

Our members take part in numerous Slovak and foreign photographic competitions:
regional and nationwide round of AMFO 2018, in SpiSska Nova Ves and in Nitra,
photographic salon STROM RuZomberok 2018, the 5th Spring international
photographic salon BARDAF, Fotopixel, the Interreg V-A Slovakia-Hungary Photo
Contest 2018, the international photographic salon CAUCASUS - CARPATHIANS
CIRCUIT, the nationwide Slovak contest Slovensko moje, Digifoto Galanta,
Fotoférum.

Josef Svoboda
head of Photographic club NOVA
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